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in Camp Lejeune, North Carolina, for basic 
training. 

‘‘We dug man holes and stayed in them for 
24 hours,’’ Rivas remembers. ‘‘This was one 
of my favorite parts of being a Marine.’’ 

In September 2004 he was sent to Camp 
Johnson, North Carolina, for Personal Ad-
ministration School to learn basic adminis-
tration procedures of the Marines. Then in 
November the same year he went to the 1st 
Marine Expeditionary Force Headquarters 
Group, in Camp Pendleton, California, where 
Rivas worked on a daily basis in administra-
tion. 

Rivas was deployed to Camp Fallujah, Iraq, 
in January 2006 with the 1st Marine Expedi-
tionary Force Headquarters Group. While 
there, he held administrative support duties, 
as well as tower duty, where they would 
stand for 16-hour shifts in the tower, watch-
ing to make sure no one entered the base 
from their positions. He worked at a gate on 
the base, scanning all the eyes of the Local 
Nationals that would enter the base to work. 

‘‘The living conditions were not so bad,’’ 
Rivas said. ‘‘We had hard-standing buildings 
to sleep in at night and then we had trailers 
that had showers and bathrooms. We had a 
chow facility to eat so we didn’t have to eat 
the MRE’s unless we were out on patrols for 
a few days. So, overall, the living conditions 
were okay.’’ 

After returning from Iraq, he held multiple 
administrative and supervisory positions at 
Camp Pendleton, California, Grand Rapids, 
Michigan, and Yuma, Arizona. 

In November 2012, Rivas was deployed for 
his second tour, this time sent to Kabul, Af-
ghanistan, with the United States Forces Af-
ghanistan, working with the Navy and Air 
Force to make sure every servicemember re-
ceived their awards before departing to the 
U.S. 

Also in Afghanistan, Rivas was on the 
drive team, responsible for safely trans-
porting civilian military employees, service-
members and high-ranking officers around to 
different bases in Afghanistan. 

Living in a five-story building that in-
cluded everything inside, such as a gym, 
their rooms (with a restroom in each one), 
and Wi-Fi connections, Rivas said this was 
the best living conditions he had ever had. 

Rivas is married to Elizabeth Chaves Rivas 
and they have four kids, Lizette Marie 
Arizmendi, Ruben Fernando Arizmendi, An-
tonio Miguel Rivas and Kaylani Aziana 
Rivas. 

‘‘I want everyone to know she is the reason 
that I had a long successful Marine Corps ca-
reer,’’ Rivas said. ‘‘My kids are my life and 
the greatest joy in the world is being a fa-
ther.’’ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO JAMES P. SIMONS 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Madam President, 
I rise today to pay tribute to U.S. 
Army veteran and former CPT James 
P. Simons, one of our Nation’s and the 
Commonwealth of Kentucky’s brave 
heroes from the Vietnam war. 

From June 1966 to June 1967, Mr. Si-
mons served as a lieutenant in Troop 
A, 1st Squadron, 9th Cavalry, 1st Cav-
alry Division, Airmobile, in South 
Vietnam. During the first 91⁄2 months 
of his deployment, then-Lieutenant Si-
mons flew unarmed OH–13 helicopters 
as a scout pilot, flying deep into enemy 
territory, above the jungle, to search 
for insurgents below. Lieutenant Si-
mons would radio back enemy loca-
tions to his post, and American forces 
would move in. 

Lieutenant Simons logged an incred-
ible 1,430 flight hours during the first 
91⁄2 months of his deployment. He often 
flew four and five missions per day, 
landing every few hours to refuel and 
returning to the air a short time later. 
Ten- and 12-hour days spent flying in 
enemy territory were not uncommon. 
During a period in which scout pilots 
were scarce, Lieutenant Simons re-
markably flew missions on 27 consecu-
tive days. 

Captain Simons has received numer-
ous medals for his heroism and service 
during the Vietnam war. They include: 
the Vietnam Campaign Medal, the 
Vietnam Service Medal, the National 
Defense Service Medal, and two Air 
Medals—a rarity—which were needed 
to appropriately represent the 625 com-
bat missions Lieutenant Simons flew 
in Vietnam. In addition to these med-
als, former Captain Simons has re-
ceived three Purple Hearts, the Bronze 
Star, the Distinguished Flying Cross, 
and the Distinguished Service Cross. 

Mr. Simons received Purple Hearts 
for each of the combat wounds he sus-
tained; he was injured twice when the 
helicopters he was piloting were shot 
down by enemy fire. The third injury 
occurred when the enemy launched a 
nighttime mortar attack and a mortar 
exploded in Lieutenant Simons’ tent. 
Following the attack, Lieutenant Si-
mons was transported to a field hos-
pital where he had 26 pieces of shrapnel 
removed. After sustaining his third 
combat injury, Lieutenant Simons was 
no longer permitted to fly due to the 
number of times he had been wounded. 
He spent the remaining 10 weeks of his 
tour in Vietnam serving our military 
and our country in other capacities. 

Mr. Simons received the prestigious 
Distinguished Flying Cross due to his 
valiant action on November 24, 1966, 
during a search-and-destroy mission 
near Bong Son, Vietnam. Lieutenant 
Simons was flying ahead of U.S. ground 
forces to locate areas concentrated 
with enemies when he took on machine 
gun fire. In the face of this attack, 
Lieutenant Simons conducted recon-
naissance of the area to assist with the 
ground mission. As he took on heavy 
enemy fire his helicopter eventually 
was shot down. Lieutenant Simons for-
tunately was not wounded, and he 
bravely assisted an injured crew-
member in seeking cover before the 
two were evacuated. 

Less than 1 month later, on Decem-
ber 17, 1966, Lieutenant Simons carried 
out acts of bravery for which he ulti-
mately was awarded the Distinguished 
Service Cross, the military’s second- 
highest decoration for a member of the 
U.S. Army. He received this award for 
his ‘‘extraordinary heroism’’ during 
yet another ground search-and-destroy 
mission near Bong Son, Vietnam. 

Lieutenant Simons was leading a hel-
icopter scout group screening ahead for 
U.S. forces on the ground. During 
heavy exchanges of ground fire, Lieu-
tenant Simons flew low and in harm’s 
way to mark enemy positions with 

smoke grenades. As the battle contin-
ued, Lieutenant Simons saw that U.S. 
troops below him had become stranded. 
In response, he dropped grenades on 
enemy bunkers and continued to fly 
low to attract enemy fire so his fellow 
American servicemembers could be res-
cued. Lieutenant Simons took a num-
ber of actions at tremendous personal 
risk, and his heroism and selflessness 
ultimately saved the lives of three of 
his fellow comrades. 

Former Captain Simons’ courageous 
military service on behalf of the 
United States during the Vietnam war 
deserves the recognition of this body. 
Thus, I ask that my Senate colleagues 
join me in honoring Mr. James P. Si-
mons today. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO NANCY OLKEWICZ 

Mr. DURBIN. Madam President, 
today, I want to talk about the worst 
kept secret in the Senate. Nancy 
Olkewicz is really great at her job. I 
have depended on her many times as 
have many others in this Chamber. She 
has had many roles in the Senate, and 
she has been spectacular with all of 
them. She has served under chairmen 
like the late Senator Robert C. Byrd, 
Senator HARRY REID, and me. Over the 
years, she has been given many chal-
lenging assignments, and she has never 
failed to deliver. It is with great pride 
and some sadness that Nancy has an-
nounced her plans to leave the Senate 
Sergeant at Arms and retire from the 
Senate this summer. We celebrate her 
36 years with us. She will be very much 
missed. 

Many people in Washington see their 
professions as just jobs. For Nancy, her 
work has meant much more than that. 
The agencies she helped fund and the 
people she has worked with are her sec-
ond family. She has been working in 
the Senate since she was 19 and an aide 
to Senator Paul Sarbanes. Nancy prac-
tically grew up in the Senate. Her 
countless friends and the respect she 
has earned from both sides of the aisle 
are a testament to her accomplish-
ments and her demeanor. 

If you want to see a monument to 
Nancy’s work here, look no further 
than the Senate rain garden. This inno-
vation has been capturing and filtering 
runoff from parking lots to reduce 
storm water flooding and keep pollut-
ants from entering local streams and 
rivers for 10 years now. This remark-
able project could not have happened 
without Nancy’s work for the Legisla-
tive Branch Appropriations Sub-
committee. Thanks to her tenacity and 
pleasant—but stern—oversight, the 
Senate rain garden was completed on 
time and under budget. Today, the Sen-
ate rain garden stands as a constant re-
minder of sustainability and steward-
ship every day for the visitors and 
staffers on Capitol Hill. 

I could go on much longer talking 
about Nancy. She is accomplished, 
humble, and kind. Many of us in the 
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Senate, from the men and women re-
sponsible for maintaining these hal-
lowed halls to the most senior Sen-
ators, have been on the receiving end of 
her bright smile and cheerful greetings. 
Three million annual visitors and thou-
sands of staffers are unknowing bene-
ficiaries of years of work she contrib-
uted quietly behind the scenes, playing 
a pivotal role in the construction of 
Capitol Visitor Center. 

So what is Nancy going to do now? 
She is excited about joining the Na-
tional Fish and Wildlife Foundation, 
where she will contribute her consider-
able skills to conservation efforts 
across the country. 

While I wish her continued success in 
her new job, I have a suspicion her fu-
ture also will involve a certain baseball 
team not too far from here, the Wash-
ington Nationals. Nancy is a fourth 
generation Washingtonian, and she is 
all in for the Nats. I hope Bryce Harper 
and Jayson Werth understand that 
they will have to up their game. Be-
cause Nancy will be there, coaching 
them from the stands. 

It is with great pride that I ask my 
colleagues to join me in thanking 
Nancy for her long career in the Senate 
and celebrating the many contribu-
tions she has made here. Her extraor-
dinary work will be remembered by 
many. Thank you, Nancy Olkewicz. 

f 

UKRAINE 

Mr. LEVIN. Madam President, the 
world was united in horror at the 
downing of Malaysia Airlines Flight 17 
over Ukraine. Subsequent events have 
only intensified that horror, as we have 
learned the airliner and its nearly 300 
passengers and crew were shot out of 
the sky by a sophisticated missile and 
radar system, a system operated from 
territory that rebels occupy in eastern 
Ukraine. We do not know if Russia 
played any direct role in downing the 
jetliner, but we do know that Russia 
supplied the equipment, and that it fo-
mented the unlawful insurrection that 
led to this horrific event. 

The world has been unified in its con-
demnation of this atrocity. There is 
strengthened support, both in the 
United States and among our allies, for 
stronger action to confront Russian ag-
gression, restore stability in Ukraine, 
reassure our friends in the region, and 
allow the Ukrainian people a future 
they choose, rather than one dictated 
from Moscow. I commend President 
Obama’s action this week to lead a coa-
lition that has further strengthened 
sanctions against Russia and those who 
seek to destabilize Ukraine. 

But we need to do more. We need to 
do more because so far, every time 
President Putin has had the oppor-
tunity to veer off his destructive 
course, he has chosen instead obfusca-
tion, denial and further aggression. 
The United States has already provided 
some nonlethal military support to 
Ukraine. But I believe it is time for us 
and our allies to intensify that sup-

port, and to help Ukraine exercise sov-
ereignty and maintain its territorial 
integrity while dissuading Russia from 
further intervening. 

The Ukrainian military has achieved 
important successes in recent weeks 
against the rebels who would dismantle 
Ukraine, significantly shrinking rebel- 
controlled territory. Left on its own, it 
appears the Ukrainian government will 
be able to reassert control over eastern 
Ukraine. But this job has been more 
difficult because of the backing of Rus-
sia for the rebels, including its provi-
sion of heavy weapons. It will become 
all but impossible if Russia decided to 
cross the border with its own troops. 
We should take additional steps to help 
Ukraine reclaim sovereignty in eastern 
Ukraine and try to deter Russia from 
crossing the border. 

As part of this effort we should pro-
vide Ukraine with defensive weapons— 
such as anti-tank weapons—that can 
help Ukraine reclaim its territory and 
deter Russian aggression, without 
being needlessly provocative to the 
Russians. These are defensive weapons, 
not provocative weapons. 

There is a clear path out of this vio-
lence, violence whose impact we now 
tragically know is not limited to 
Ukraine’s borders. Russia can end its 
backing for rebels whose fighting capa-
bilities are wholly dependent on Rus-
sian support. Russia can join the world 
in calling on those rebels to participate 
in the Ukrainian’s government’s good- 
faith efforts to resolve political dis-
putes by peaceful means. Russia can 
allow Ukraine to exercise sovereignty 
over territory it lawfully controls. 

Russia can choose that path. But we 
may not know its choice until it is too 
late. We should provide the military 
assistance that can help Ukraine de-
fend itself, reclaim its sovereign terri-
tory and hopefully deter further Rus-
sian intervention. 

f 

CLOSING DOMESTIC VIOLENCE 
LOOPHOLES 

Mr. LEVIN. Madam President, stud-
ies have estimated that over one in 
three American women will face some 
form of domestic abuse in their life-
time, and that when guns are present 
during incidents of domestic violence, 
the risk of homicide escalates over 500 
percent. 

As the statistics suggest, the com-
bination of domestic violence and fire-
arms can lead to horrific tragedies. 
Like in May 2014, when Lori Jackson of 
Oxford, CT filed for a restraining order 
against her abusive, estranged hus-
band. The court granted her a tem-
porary restraining order while she 
waited 2 weeks for a hearing to obtain 
a permanent restraining order. In the 
meantime, fearful of her husband, Ms. 
Jackson took her twin 18-month-olds 
and fled. But before Ms. Jackson could 
obtain a permanent order, her husband 
found her, stormed the house where she 
was staying, fatally shot her and 
wounded her mother. 

This is a tragedy that could have 
been prevented. The Violence Against 
Women Act, which Congress first 
passed in 1994, included a common- 
sense provision to prevent people sub-
ject to a permanent restraining order 
from buying or possessing a gun. Since 
1994, this provision has saved countless 
lives. 

But there is a critical loophole in 
this law: while people subject to a per-
manent restraining order are prohib-
ited from having a weapon, this safe-
guard does not apply to those subject 
to a temporary restraining order. This 
loophole left Ms. Jackson, who had ob-
tained a temporary restraining order 
against her husband and was awaiting 
a permanent order, perilously vulner-
able in the dangerous days imme-
diately after she left her spouse. 

It is long past time to close this loop-
hole. That is why I am a cosponsor of 
the Lori Jackson Domestic Violence 
Survivor Protection Act of 2014. This 
bill would prevent individuals subject 
to temporary restraining orders—like 
Ms. Jackson’s husband—from buying or 
possessing a gun for the duration of 
that temporary order. It also would ex-
pand the legal definition of ‘intimate 
partner’ to include individuals who are 
simply dating partners. 

But closing the temporary restrain-
ing order loophole is just the first step. 
Sadly, a patchwork of inadequate State 
and local resources hamstrings the ef-
fectiveness of these lifesaving laws. In 
reality, just issuing a permanent re-
straining order that legally disqualifies 
a person from purchasing a firearm 
does not necessarily mean the person’s 
name will be added to the National In-
stant Criminal Background Check, 
NICS system. Nor does it mean that 
law enforcement will be notified of the 
urgent need to remove firearms from 
that dangerous person’s possession. 

That is why I am also a cosponsor of 
the Domestic Violence Gun Homicide 
Prevention Act. This bill would estab-
lish new grants to assist States in car-
rying out policies that, among other 
things, encourage State and local 
courts to account for whether a domes-
tic abuser possesses a gun that they 
may use against their victims and to 
order the recovery of those guns, when 
appropriate. The grants created by this 
bill would provide vital assistance to 
the law enforcement professionals we 
trust with the safety of our commu-
nities, and would go a long way toward 
better enforcement of the gun safety 
laws we already have on the books. 

The decision to flee from an abusive 
partner or spouse is extraordinarily 
difficult and courageous. Congress 
should honor the people who have 
taken this step by passing common- 
sense legislation to protect those who 
may need to do it in the future. I urge 
my colleagues to move quickly to pass 
these urgently-needed measures. 

f 

BUDGETARY REVISIONS 
Mrs. MURRAY. Madam President, I 

previously filed budgetary aggregates 
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